
 
Study ranks Sugar Land’s Telfair 4th  
in nation for 2009 new-home sales 
 
 
Newland Communities’ Telfair in Sugar Land was the nation’s fourth top-selling master-planned 
community (MPC) for new-home sales in 2009, according to a survey by RCLCO, an independent real 
estate advisory firm.  
 
With 450 new-home sales in 2009, Telfair was one of only two Houston MPCs on RCLCO’s top 10 list to 
report a sales increase from the previous year.  
 
Sales increased 9% last year in the 2,018-acre community, located at U.S. 59 South and University Blvd. 
in Sugar Land. The increase helped Telfair move up two notches from 2008, when it ranked sixth 
nationally in the RCLCO report, which has been released every year since 1994. 
 
The only other Houston area community with a sales increase for 2009 was Cinco Ranch in Katy, also by 
Newland Communities. With 887 new-home sales in 2009, Cinco Ranch was the nation’s number one 
community in the RCLCO study. 
 
“These results are outstanding for us,” said Bob McLeod, Chairman and CEO of Newland Communities. 
“This marks the first time ever in more than 40 years we’ve had the top-selling community in the nation, 
and to do it during a year as tough as 2009 makes it an even bigger achievement.”  
 
RCLCO’s study showed that total number of net sales in 2009 for the majority of the best-selling MPCs 
dropped from 2008 levels with sales volume declining by as little as 8% and as much as 84%. Newland’s 
Telfair and Cinco Ranch were a strong exception to this trend, posting increased sales for the third year in 
a row. Also, 2009 proved to be the best sales year ever for Telfair since opening in 2006 and the third 
best sales year for the 19-year-old Cinco Ranch. 
 
"Newland's sales success at Telfair and Cinco Ranch can be attributed to the product diversity our 
homebuilders offer, the proven established track records of these communities, and a highly focused 
marketing approach that speaks to our customer needs,” McLeod continued. 
 
"Buyers needs have changed and they will continue to change. The communities Newland creates will 
continue to adapt to meet those needs. Value doesn’t just mean a lower price, or a smaller home. It 
means what fits their family and lifestyle needs. The way we market our communities, taking time to really 
understand our buyers and engaging with them on a more personal level, has changed as well," he 
indicated.  
 
Houston’s strong showing in the RCLCO study underscores the fact that the city is a bright spot in the 
national economy.  
 
Ted Nelson, Central Region President for Newland Communities said, “In the past few months, Houston 
has ranked very high in studies ranging from the nation’s healthiest housing markets to cities where the 
recession is easing. Overall, the Houston communities on the top 10 list represented 2,250 new-home 
sales, more than double those of the second ranked metro, Las Vegas.” 
 
Telfair offers new homes priced from the $240,000s to over $1 million.  
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About Newland Communities 
 
Newland Communities is the largest private developer of planned communities in the United States. With 
a legacy that began in 1968, Newland specializes in comprehensive residential and urban mixed-use 
master planning with expertise in leading large-scale single- and multifamily new-home communities. 
Headquartered in San Diego, Calif., Newland and its affiliated companies are currently developing and 
managing nearly 40 projects in 14 states. www.newlandcommunities.com 



 
About RCLCO 
RCLCO is an independent real estate advisory firm, providing market and financial analysis and strategic 
planning services to a broad spectrum of clients including developers, corporations, financial institutions, 
institutional and private investors, public agencies, and nonprofit organizations around the globe.  
Founded in 1967, RCLCO has expertise in virtually every land use, completing hundreds of engagements 
annually for industry leaders.  RCLCO is headquartered in Washington, D.C., and has locations in 
Atlanta, Austin, Los Angeles, and Orlando.  For more information, visit www.rclco.com. 
 


